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lavish as were their often empty compliments, cannot be doubted that Harley had managed t accumulate a considerable store of learning. \V may safely place him in a position between Swift "perfect master of the learned languages" an Bolingbroke's "no great scholar." That Hark should, ever have become even a moderate schol; is evidence of remarkable perseverance, qui< energy, and an inherent desire for knowledg Such erudition as he gained by formal teachir in youth he had little time to increase when 1 became absorbed in public life ; yet without university education, never favoured by the agre able tranquillity of a college library, he acquire even in the opinion of the most critical of h contemporaries, no mean reputation for learnin A successful collector of books need not be < exact scholar, but without considerable attainmen there can be little pleasure in a library creat< by the labour of competent assistants ; and th Harley throughout his life found enjoyment in 1" books and manuscripts, there is not the smalk doubt.
Harley obviously began to collect books at early age, since in April  1701, the year in whi he   became   Speaker,    Humphrey  Wanley1   w
1 Humphrey Wanley, 1672-1726. Born at Coventry. In i< matriculated at S. Edmund Hall, Oxford, proceeding subsequer to University College. At twenty-three compiled catalogues MSS. of Coventry School and the Church of S. Mary at Wanvi